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accepted them he should be asked for no further con- 1647 .cessions. They assured him that they had both the will and the power to clinch the bargain, whatever difficulties the parliamentary rump might raise. Ireton, as the author of the scheme, was especially emphatic. The army, he said, " would purge, and purge, and purge, and never leave purging the Houses, till they had made them of such a temper as to do his Majesty's business; and, rather than that they would fall short of what was promised, he would join with French, Spaniard, Cavalier, or any that would join with him to force them to do it."l But Charles would not agree, beyond expressing a tepid preference for the " Heads of the Proposals " over the Newcastle Propositions. Ireton's scheme was by far the most favourable ever put to him. It could not be wholly palatable, since it involved some diminution of the royal power, but that diminution was no greater than what he had already expressed his willingness to accept, and it safeguarded his church and his religion. But the truth was that Charles was in no mood to negotiate. He was in high spirits, for the clouds at last seemed to be breaking. The London mob, hitherto his enemies, seemed to be swinging round to his side. He believed that the army would support him ; if the army chiefs had offered so much they could be constrained to offer more. Wise counsellors like Berkeley warned him not to trespass too much on the army's patience, but he did not listen. " I shall see them glad ere long," he said, " to accept more equal terms." " They cannot do without me," was the burden of his talk. Ireton on one occasion spoke plain words. u Sir," he said, " you have the intention to be the arbitrator between the parliament and us, and we mean to be it between your Majesty and the parliament." At another time Charles declared that he would play the game as well as he could, and Ireton replied, " If your Majesty has a game to play, you must give us also the leave to play ours." The king had indeed a game of which he made no mention in these

1 This is the evidence of Major Huntingdon, who was in the confidence of both Charles and Oliver.